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SUBJECT: CABINET DISCUSSION OF LEBANON NOVEMBER 28 

1 . THE OFFICIAL CABINET COMMUNIQUE ISSUED BY THE GOVERNMENT 
PRESS OFFICE FOLLOWING THE WEEKLY CABINET MEETING ON NOVEMBER 28 
INCLUDED THE FOLLOWING REPORT OF THE CABINET’S DISCUSSION OF 
LEBANON: 

2. BEGIN TEXT: THE DEPUTY PRIME MINISTER AND MINISTER OF FOREIGN 
AFFAIRS AND THE MINISTER OF DEENSE REVIEWED THE SITUATION IN 
SOUTHERN LEBANON. THE MINISTE OF DEFENSE REVIEWED THE SITUATION IN 
LEBANON. THE VILLAGERS WERE IN CONTROL OF THE SOUTHERN LEBANESE 
VILLAGES, A FEW HUNDRED FORMER LEBANESE ARMY MEN-LINKED TO THEIR 
BEIRUT CENTERS-ALSO BEING LOCATED IN THE REGION. 

3. ISRAEL'S POSITION REMAINS UNCHANGED. ISRAEL HAS RESPECTED 
LEBANON’S SOVEREIGNTY AND BORDER, AND PROPOSES TO DO SO IN 
FUTURE AS WELL. 
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4. THE SOUTHERN LEBANESE REGION IS DEFENDED BY ITS POPULATION. 
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ANY SYRIAN INCURSION SOUTH OF THE PESENT DEPLOYMENT WILL 
ONLY INCREASE TENSION AND CREATE FRESH HAZARDS. AN ATTEMPT 
BY THE PLO TO TRANSFORM THIS CALM REGION INTO A "TERRORIST 
STRIP" WILL ENCOUNTER FIRM ISRAELI OPPOSITION. THE SOUTHERN 
LEBANESE VILLAGE POPULATION, TOO, OPPOSES TERRORISM AND 
DESTRUCTION . ACTIVITY AT THE GOOD FENCE-MEDICAL AID, SUPPLY 
ARRANGEMENTS AND PROVISION OF WORK OPPORTUNITIES-CONTINUES 
DESPITE THE INCLEMENT WEATHER. ISRAEL IS TAKING THE 
NECESSARY MEASURES TO AFFORD THE REGION'S POPULATION ACCESS 
TO THE CLINICS AND SUPPLY CENTERS, DESPITE TRAFFIC DISRUPTIONS 
CAUSED BY THE WINTRY WEATHER. 

5. THE DEPUTY PRIME MINISTER AND MINISTER OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS 
SAID ISRAEL’S TREND IN DIPLOMATIC CONTACTS HAD BEEN AND IS TO 
PREVENT ANY MISUNDERSTANDING REGARDING THE ABSOLUTE CREDIBILITY 
OF ISRAEL'S POSITION CONCERNING WHAT SHOULD AND WHAT SHOULD NOT 
HAPPEN IN SOUTHERN LEBANON. THERE IS NO LONGER ANY DOUBT THAT 
ALL BODIES CONCERNED ARE VERY CLEARLY AWARE OF ISRAEL S POSITION. 

6. THE FOREIGN MINISTER STIPULATED THAT POLICING OPERATIONS IN 
SOUTHERN LEBANON MUST BE CARRIED OUT BY LEBANESE SECURITY FORCES 
THAT SHOULD AND CAN BE SWIFTLY ORGANIZED, AND THAT WOULD OPERATE 
UNDER LEBANESE COMMAND AND UNDER THE AUTHORITY OF THE LEBANESE 
PRESIDENT AND GOVERNMENT. END TEXT 

TOON UNQTE ROBINSON 
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